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This Ritual was the one used by the Sovereign Sanctuary of the Ancient and Primitive Rite in England in 1870.

This Degree can only be conferred by the Most Illustrious Sovereign Grand Conservator General, or by his authority. 

It is the highest Masonic dignity known.

The insignia as are follows: Actual Officers, as a golden coloured Collar and Scarf, with a waist band of celestial blue; for Honorary Members, the waist sash is purple. The Jewel of the Grade is ……………………………………………………………………………………., and any decoration granted by the Sovereign Sanctuary.

When the meeting are held in conjunction with a Mystic Temple, three apartments are required; the first, or Grand Tribunal, is hung with black and white, sprinkled with golden stars; the second, or Mystic Temple, is hung with purple, sprinkled with golden stars; and the third, or Sanctuary, is decorated with purple, gold, and celestial blue, sprinkled with solver stars.

OPENING OF 

THE SOVEREIGN SANCTUARY OF MEMPHIS

GRAND MASTER GENERAL – Strikes 333. All rise.

Very Illustrious Prince Patriarch Grand Conservators, to order.

(All place the left hand on the heart)

Right Illustrious Grand Inspector General, you will receive the word of recognition from Very Illustrious Prince Patriarchs.

(The Grand Inspector General receives the word and gives it to the Grand Master General, who says):

Very Illustrious Prince Patriarchs, the word of recognition is correctly received I the Orient.

Right Illustrious Grand Examiner General, you will receive the password, which will assure you that all present have assiduously laboured in the acquisition of the principles of the Masonic Art, symbolic and ineffable, thereby obtaining that wisdom without which our toil is useless, and our application wasted in vanity.

(The Grand Examiner General receives the password and gives it to the Grand Master General, who says):

Very Illustrious Prince Patriarchs, the password is received in the Orient in Ancient and Primitive form. Let us now form the Mystic chain around the sacred altar of Masonry, and implore the blessing of our Father who is in heaven upon our venerated Rite.

(All form the Mystic chain, kneeling around the Altar.)

PRAYER

Grand A.O.T.U. Divine Origin, we implore the light of Thy love. Inspire us to excite in all hearts the sacred fire of truth. Thou art the source of all our joys, the germ of all our actions, the hope of our felicity, the universal centre of our affections.

Thy aid is needed that we may work efficaciously in this Sanctuary, in the promulgation of Truth, Justice and Wisdom. Our souls pine for the pine for the rays of intelligence, which emanate from Thy transcendent glory. However low we may fall, Thy omnipotent arm can raise us from the darkness of error and iniquity. We claim Thy pity. We supplicate Thee to endow us with Thy holy and salutary grace, in order that we may realize the vivifying influences which shall cause the treasure of wisdom to germinate in our souls. Suffer not our feeble understandings to be led astray by false doctrines. Grant, we beseech Thee, O GAOTU, that our intellectual being be as pure at the end of our earthly career, as it was at its commencement; let it yield itself calm and virtuous into Thy hands who made it; so that when Thou, G.A. lookest into our souls, Thou mayest recognize Thy work and imprint. Vouchsafe, O GAOTU to bless our exertions, that they may have no other aim than the enlightenment of man, and the praise of Thy Holy Name.

ALL – Glory to Thee, O GAOTU. Peace to Man. Love to the Brotherhood. Amen.

GRAND MASTER GENERAL – Very Illustrious Prince Patriarchs observe the Orient.  (All give the signs) 

In the name of T.G.A.O.T.U., I now declare this Sovereign Sanctuary, 95th and last degree, of Ancient and Primitive Masonry, in and for Great Britain and Ireland, in activity. Right Illustrious Grand Master of Ceremonies, attend at the Altar and unfold the Sacred Book of Laws. (This is Done) (Strike 1. All seated )

RECEPTION

(The Candidate is introduced by the Grand Master of Ceremonies, and presented in the West.)

GRAND MASTER GENERAL – (Strike 333. All rise.)

Illustrious Prince, before I proceed to confer on you the rank of a Patriarch Grand Conservator General of the Rite, 95th and last degree of the Order, I must request you to consider well the responsibility you are about to take upon yourself, as if once admitted to that high rank you can never afterwards renounce, or denounce, the obligation to which all present will join with you in subscribing adhesion. Reflect therefore, for, if once taken, there is now withdrawal from your responsibilities. Ample opportunity for reflection and observation has already been given to you, and your brethren have given their unqualified approval for your admission to this high rank, but if your mind is infirm of purpose or your heart insincere, depart while you may. But if, in truth and conscious integrity, you still desire to join the last and the highest degree of Masonry, advance and kneel at the sacred altar.

(He advances and kneels)

PRAYER

Omnipotent GAOTU, author of all good, Source of all clemency, spread Thy benediction over labours, fortify our engagements by the bond of a fraternal affection. We prostrate ourselves before the eternal laws of Thy wisdom; we invoke Thy name, for we are Thy children. Dissipate the darkness of our souls; continue to spread over us Thy protecting hand, and direct us constantly towards good, of which the perfection resides only in Thee.

ALL – Glory to Thee, O Lord! Glory to Thy works! Glory to Thy infinite goodness!

GRAND MASTER GENERAL – (Strike 333) (All stand to order)

You will now repeat after me your solemn obligation, for the faithful discharge of the duties of your rank and office.

To the Greater Glory of the Sublime Architect of the Universe.

In the name of the Sovereign Sanctuary of Ancient and Primitive Masonry, in and for Great Britain and Ireland.

Salutation on all points of the Triangle.

Respect to the Order.

In presence of the Lord God our Father, who is heaven, on the Sacred Book of Laws; the glaive symbol of honour; and the myrtle, emblem of initiation and of immortal life after death.

I, _____________, solemnly swear to keep sacredly secret, the mysteries of this degree, from any one of an inferior degree, and that I will from this time forth redouble my exertions, to extend the Ancient and Primitive Rite of Masonry. I swear that I will not confer or recognize the 95th degree, upon any person, unless by sealed instructions from the Sovereign Sanctuary, or Most Illustrious Sovereign Grand Master General, and that I will keep, or cause to be kept, a true and correct record of each and every brother receiving the degree of our Rite, within my jurisdiction, and cause proper returns to be made to the Grand Representative or Sovereign Sanctuary. I do solemnly swear that I will not confer this, ninety fifth degree, upon any person unless by the sealed order of the Sovereign Sanctuary, or that of the Most Illustrious Sovereign Grand Master General. I do solemnly swear never to acknowledge any higher degree in Masonry than this 95th degree, and that I will be always true to the interests of the Ancient and Primitive Rite of Masonry, and uphold its principles, laws and constitutions, and that I will never renounce the obligation which I now take. Finally, I solemnly and sincerely swear, by my faith in the Lord God, and by the religion, which I profess, to use my best interests to keep our beloved Rite united in peace and love and to denounce impostors, renegades, and perjurers in Masonry. To all these points I solemnly swear, without reservation and with a full determination to perform the same, and should I wilfully break my oath, may our Father, who is in heaven, deprive me of my daily bread, and may he never forgive my sins. Amen. Amen. Amen.

(The Aspirant salutes the book thrice)

GRAND MASTER GENERAL – (Taking Aspirant’s hand)

Very Illustrious Brother, Sublime Prince of our Order, we elevate you to the dignity of a Patriarch Grand Conservator of our Celestial Empire, and your share in the magisterial government thereof. Be diligent and faithful in the execution of your duties, both for your own sake and for that of the members of our Order. May you merit hereafter the enjoyment of your exalted rank in that never ending Celestial Empire, which is formed by those faithful Truth seekers who have traversed the fiery trials of the Valley of Death and risen there from to immortal and eternal life. 

(Imposing hands)

May the G.A.O.T.U. bless you. Go spread upon earth amongst the children of men, who are worthy, the Sublime Truths which thou hast learned from us; but accord not this favour to the unworthy. Write not upon snow.

I will now proceed to invest you with the Insignia of your exalted and distinguished rank. 

(Invests with the Collar, Scarf and Jewel)

I will now entrust you with the secrets of the degree.

(The Secrets are now explained)
Right Illustrious Grand Master of Ceremonies, let proclamation be made.

GRAND MASTER OF CEREMONIES – To the Greater Glory of the Sublime Architect of the Universe.

Hear ye, Hear ye, Hear ye. I proclaim the Very Illustrious and Sublime Prince ______________ to be exalted to the dignity of a Patriarch Grand Conservator General of the Rite, 95th and last degree of Ancient and Primitive Masonry. I call upon all present to acknowledge and respect him as such, and summon him to take his seat among those in this Sovereign Sanctuary. 

(Amid music, or trumpet call, he is led to his stall, and his banner fixed over it)

GRAND MASTER GENERAL – Strike 333

Very Illustrious Prince Patriarchs, observe the Orient, and salute our new Prince Patriarch. Together. (All give the Battery. Strike 1.)

(All seated)

You will now be seated and listen to the discourse.

DISCOURSE

The obligation which you have just taken is the last and most important of all; it is also the most solemn and binding, for it comprises all that have preceded it.

It is one that no Mason, who is worthy of the name of a man, by any human possibility could violate or betray in word or spirit.

What can be more sacred than a Masonic obligation? What more binding and impressive? What cause is purer or more philanthropic than Masonry? What honest reason can any human being have to betray the ceremonies and harmless mysteries of an Order founded on the grand principles of Love, Truth, Light and Progress? Of what benefit can the treachery be to the traitor himself or the public at large? None. Every effort made to injure the Order, has only exhibited it in a brighter and nobler light to the eyes of the world. In our intercourse with those who are not initiated into our Rites and Mysteries we can never be too cautions in all matters pertaining to the Order. Many a light and careless word may be perverted to our prejudice, and, like falling snow, swell into a mighty avalanche.

Let it, then, be our united and individual care that all occasions for prejudice shall be avoided. In our intercourse with the world let us carefully guard ourselves against depreciating any brother of the Order, no matter what his faults may be. Let no words of ill will fall from our lips in relations to the members of other Rites. 

If they, from motives of jealously, at our progress, choose to act in antagonism to us, let all the aggressive acts be on their side, for if Masons disagree amongst themselves and make their dissensions matters of public notoriety, what opinion can we expect the outer world to have of us, and how can it believe in our professions of friendship and brotherly love. Let us in our Lodges, Chapters, and Sublime Councils, be ever ready to yield prompt and cheerful obedience to the presiding officers of such bodies, and when acting as officers ourselves, consider alone the welfare of our brethren and not the gratification of our own vanity. Let us be careful to remove none of the ancient landmarks; let no ceremony be deprived of its due solemnity; and let no portion of the ceremonial be curtailed or passed lightly over, but preserved and performed in all its purity and integrity; it is very thing which constitutes the charm and beauty of this Rite, together with its lessons of high and holy philosophy and progress. You have already gained all the Masonic light and knowledge known to every Rite in existence.

Now we have gained our journeys end, climbed the mountain of knowledge, and reached the height of perfection in Masonry, let us look back from an elevated position upon the country through which we have made our pilgrimage; mark its leading features, its sometimes rough and rugged roads, its smiling fertile valleys, its gloomy passes, its sterile deserts, its trials, dangers, and happy termination; from the time when we emerged from the slough of ignorance and darkness, till we basked in the full glory of the sun of Masonry. 

It is needless to call to your memory the three primary degrees, common to all Rites, and their allegorical legend of Hiram, his life, death, and resurrection. These are so indelibly impressed upon our memories that it is impossible to obliterate them.

Yet notwithstanding this the degrees are but the A.B.C. of Masonry, and who rests content with the knowledge of them only, is like a man who stands upon the outer steps of a Temple, and who sees, and knows nothing of the beauty and grandeur of the interior Sanctuary. 

- In the degree, Patriarch of Memphis, is given a concise history of Osiris, and a dramatic representation of his birth, life, death and resurrection, as compared with that of all men, of which the sun is a sublime symbol. This legend embodies the return of Osiris from the countries he had visited as a missionary of civilization, his murder by his unnatural brother Typhon, the recovery of his body from the waters of the Nile, its interment, the desecration of his grave, his descent into Amenthean purgatory and final resurrection. It is a ceremonial of the Greater Mysteries, and teaches us that religion, like history, repeats itself.

- In the degree, Perfect Pontiff, Sublime Master of the Great Work, you reached the Apex of Masonic Perfection, and the whole system of Ancient and Primitive Masonry was unfolded to you in all its perfected sublimity and grandeur. You passed safely through the Pronaos , and the Sanctuary of Spirits, to the Hall of the Truth, where you underwent the great Egyptian Judgement; was crowned with the triple coronet as an emblem of life, death and resurrection; partook of our communion of brotherhood, bread, the staff of life, and wine, the blood of nature. So closes the Theosophical or Celestial teaching of our rite.

- In the last three Degrees, we have but a repetition of our principal dogmas. In the First of them, you are impressed with lessons of Justice and Morality. In the Second with the Unity of Deity. This, the Third, is intended to remind you of the life to come, where we hope to enjoy with kindred spirits, a happy and glorious immortality.

And now after this review of the journey which we have completed together, can you conceive any system which is more concise, complete, or connected than that of our rite; comprehending as it does the wisdom and philosophy of all, since the dawn of history; inculcating the purest morality, and the ever enduring principles of natural religion and reason, it stands paramount above all other systems. There is not one word or ceremony in its whole course that is antagonistic to the truth, the pure and the sacred. The Mason who lives according to its spirits and instruction, cannot be other than a good, just, and upright man, in every relation of life. Let it be our constant study to attain this perfection, so that when we are summoned from this earthly Lodge, we may be found worthy and well qualified to take our place in that Celestial Lodge, over which T.G.A.O.T.U. rules now and for ever more.

So mote it be.

BUSINESS OF THE SOVEREIGN SANCTUARY

All matters pending and now dealt with, and the Grand Secretary reads all the correspondence and pending matters, balloting and voting on propositions takes place and the word in benefit of the Rite and the Order in general is given to both columns.

Right Illustrious Grand Secretary General, you will read the Baluster of the present Convocation.

(The present minutes are read by the Grand Secretary)

CLOSING

GRAND MASTER GENERAL – Strikes 333. All rise.

Thrice Illustrious Grand Administrator General, what remains for this Sovereign Sanctuary now to be done? 

GRAND ADMINISTRATOR GENERAL – To close our labours here, and mingle, with the outer world.

GRAND MASTER GENERAL - What is your duty there?

GRAND ADMINISTRATOR GENERAL – To practice the lessons taught        

Here, so that our Sanctuary may be blessed by heaven, and our Institution be honoured by the world.

GRAND MASTER GENERAL – Since we must again mingle with the outer world, let us once more offer up our homage, at the foot of the Celestial throne.

(Strikes 333. All form a circle round the Altar, and extend the right hand.)

PRAYER

Architect of innumerable worlds, Eternal God! Cast Thy everlasting love around us we implore Thee, whilst we mingle with the profane world. Thou God, who knowest the hearts of men and the value of friendship; who protectest the weak and aged; deign to watch over those Temples in which we have erected altars to Thee, to Charity and Humanity, where we have vowed glory, honour and protection to Virtue.

Far from us be the man whose cold heart has no sympathy with the sufferings of his fellows. Far from us be the man whose avaricious eye has never felt the moisture of a tear at another’s woe; for him, unhappy man, our Temples are forever shut. The light of Masonry will flow in vain before his mental, vision, which is forever closed. Masons who are no longer of this earth, if in essence you are present, be witness that we still preserve our venerated Rite, such as you have transmitted it to us!

You are now a Grand Conservator General of the Rite it is your duty to Protect and defend the Tradition of Ancient and Primitive Freemasonry, do not let us down defend and protect the Tradition that was once the joy and pride of those that preceded you, keep the Tradition alive for the future generations to be. So mote it be.

ALL -  Glory to Thee, O GAOTU. Respect to our Ancient and Primitive Rite. Fidelity to its Laws. So mote it be.

GRAND MASTER OF CEREMONIES – Illustrious and Sublime Princes, you will form the Arch of Steel.  (Done)

Most Illustrious Sovereign Grand Master General, the hour has come to close this Sovereign Sanctuary.

(Grand General master passes under the Arch of Steel, to the door in the West, and then, facing the Orient, says) :

GRAND MASTER GENERAL – Illustrious and Sublime Princes, the Sovereign Sanctuary is closed. Depart in peace and may T.S.A.O.T.U., ever bless and protect you.
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