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Grand Council General of Administrators of the Order, Princes of Memphis
An annual Assembly is held under the Charter of the Sovereign Sanctuary, and the President is a member of the Sovereign Sanctuary, in order represent the Province with the governing body. 

The first apartment, or Grand Tribunal, is hung with black and white, sprinkled wit golden stars; the second or Mystic Temple, is hung with purple, sprinkled with golden stars.

The Insignia are as follows: Collar; purple with the nine stars of the rite. Sash and Jewel as in the degree of Grand Defender.

OPENING

GRAND MASTER OF LIGHT – Illustrious Grand Orator, assure yourself that the Sanctuary is beyond the possibility of profane intrusion.

GRAND ORATOR – Illustrious Grand Ceryce, ascertain that this Sanctuary is secure from profanation of ignorance, intolerance and superstition.

GRAND EXPERT – (or Ceryce)  (Retires and return, saying) :

Illustrious Grand Orator, this Sanctuary of Light, Reason and Truth, is concealed from the profanation of ignorance, intolerance and superstition.

GRAND ORATOR – Very Illustrious Grand Master of Light, we are concealed from ignorance, intolerance and superstition.

GRAND MASTER OF LIGHT – Since we are thus concealed, ascertain if all present are Sublime Princes of Memphis.

GRAND ORATOR – (Strikes 333.) (All rise except the Grand Master of Light.)

Illustrious Grand Hydranos, you will receive the word of recognition from the Sublime Princes, and give it to me.

(The Master of Ceremonies performs this mission)

GRAND ORATOR – Very Illustrious Grand Master of Light, all present have proven themselves to be Sublime Princes of Memphis.

GRAND MASTER OF LIGHT – As all present in this Sanctuary have been tried and proven, unite with me, Sublime Princes, in rendering homage to T.G.A.O.T.U. that He may continue to less us, and our Ancient and Primitive Rite.

(All kneel, facing the Orient)

PRAYER

G.A.O.T.U. deign, we beseech Thee, to cast Thy love and protection over this Sanctuary, that we Thy servants, may be enabled by Thy assistance, to aid the wants of others and to love our brethren as ourselves, and practice peace and charity to all mankind. Grant to the Prince Masons of our beloved Rite, the light of Thy grace, that they may continue to practice and perfect their Masonic labour of Truth, Tolerance, Virtue and Honour. Inspire them with a portion of thy sublime perfection, that it may tend to Thy glory, to their honour and the benefit of all mankind.

ALL – So mot it be!

GRAND MASTER OF LIGHT – (Resumes station. Strikes 333)

Sublime Princes, observe the Orient. (All give the signs)

In the name of T.G.A.O.T.U. and under the auspices of the Sovereign Sanctuary of Ancient and Primitive Masonry, in and for Great Britain and Ireland, I declare the labours of this Sanctuary in activity, on the 94th degree, Sublime Prince of Memphis. Illustrious Grand Ceryce, attend at the altar and unfold the sacred book of laws.   (Done)  

(Strike 1) (All seated)

RECEPTION

The Candidate is introduced by the Grand Master of Ceremonies, and placed in the west.

GRAND MASTER OF LIGHT – Illustrious Brother, the honourable title of Sublime Prince of Memphis is only conferred upon those Brethren, who, by the assiduity, zeal and knowledge, which they have exhibited during their Masonic life, are entitled to receive this distinction. You have been honoured by the approbation of this august assembly, please assure us that you will never relax your exertions to overcome ignorance, superstition and intolerance, those vices which oppress the body and soul of suffering humanity. Illustrious Grand Orator, may you now invoke a blessing from T.G.A.O.T.U. upon our labours.

(Strikes 333. All rise)

PRAYER

Omniscient, Omnipotent and Omnipresent God of nature; look with love upon this Sanctuary; grant us Thy benignant grace to enable us to carry out the intentions of our Rite; let a portion of Thy holy power permeate the hearts of the Officers of this Sanctuary, that they may rule with Justice and Equity; grant that the Brethren may practise honour and patriotism, and do unto others as they would be done by, love their Brethren as themselves and extend peace and charity to all mankind. 

Grant, O Father of light and truth, that Tolerance, Virtue, Honour and Truth, may ever stimulate us in our endeavours to perfect the Royal Art, while labouring in this Temple, for Thy honour and for the enlightenment of the craft. Inspire us with a portion of Thy wisdom that happiness may be attained, and to Thee, Almighty Father, shall be praise and the glory and for ever.

ALL – Glory to Thee, O Lord! Glory to Thy name! Glory to Thy infinite goodness!

GRAND MASTER OF LIGHT – You will step this way, in order that you may enter into a solemn obligation for the faithful discharge of your duties to this Sanctuary.

To the Glory of the Grand Architect of the Universe.

In the name of the Sovereign Sanctuary of Ancient and Primitive Masonry, in and for Great Britain and Ireland. 

Salutation on all points of the Triangle.

Respect to the Order.

I, ______________ solemnly promise and swear, in presence of T.G.A.O.T.U and these Illustrious and Sublime Princes of Memphis, 94th degree, on the sacred book of laws, the glaive, symbol of honour, and the myrtle, emblem of initiation and immortality after death; fidelity to the Ancient and Primitive Rite of Masonry and obedience to its sacred laws. 

I promise to respect, and cause to be respected, the Laws, Rules and Regulations of the Sovereign Sanctuary, 94th degree, in and in for the Valley of …………………………….  Also the Constitutions, Statutes, and General Ordinances, Edicts and Decrees, of the Sovereign Sanctuary, 95th degrees, of the Ancient and Primitive Rite of Masonry, in and for ………………………………... I do most solemnly promise and swear to keep sacredly secret, the mysteries of this degree of Sublime Prince of Memphis, from any person, unless I know him to be a Sublime Prince of Memphis. I do solemnly swear, by the Holy Name of the Lord God of heaven and earth, never to print, write, or copy, any of this rituals of our Rite for any purpose, or to reveal them to any person in the world, not legally entitled to receive them, unless by sealed and written instructions from my superiors in the Rite.

I promise to exert my best efforts to extend the influence of our Ancient and Primitive Rite; to increase its members and propagate its morals.

I promise that I will practise to the best of my ability, Truth, Tolerance, Virtue, Honour, Patriotism, Peace and Charity to all Masons, but more especially to Brethren of the Ancient and Primitive Rite. To all and each of these several points I swear fidelity, in presence of these Illustrious and Sublime Princes of Memphis, and before the Ever living God, whose name I here invoke with my hand upon His holy book; and may He for ever crush and discard me should I be so vile as to violate this solemn oath. Amen. Amen.

(The Aspirant salutes the VSL twice.)

GRAND MASTER OF LIGHT – (Placing his hand on the Aspirant’s head)

From the dust came man, and he walked uprightly in the sight of the Lord; there are none so lowly that they may not uplift their heads. Our ancient brethren always stood erect in making an offering, and man was Ruma, or “he who is erect”. Arise my brother, a Prince amongst Princes whose lives are dedicated to Truth, Honour and Intelligence. I will now proceed to invest you with the Insignia of your elevated rank.

(Invest with white Scarf, Sash, purple Collar, and the jewel of the degree)

I will now entrust you with the secrets of the degree.

(The secrets are now explained)

Illustrious Grand Hydranos, let proclamation be made.

MASTER OF CEREMONIES - To the Greater Glory of the Grand Architect of the Universe. In the name of the Sovereign Sanctuary of Ancient and Primitive Masonry, in and for …………………………………….. Salutation on all points of the Triangle. Respect to the Order.

Hear Ye. Hear Ye. I proclaim Illustrious Brother _______________ to be elevated to the dignity of a Sublime Prince of Memphis, in Ancient and Primitive form, and I call upon all present to recognise him as such, and summon him to take his seat in this Sanctuary.

(Amid music, or trumpet call, hi is led to his Stall)

GRAND MASTER OF LIGHT – (Strikes 333)

Illustrious Sublime Princes, observe the Orient, and salute our new Prince. Together.

(All give the battery. Strikes 1. All seated.)

You will now be seated and listen to the discourse of the Illustrious Grand Orator.

DISCOURSE

You, have now, Sublime Prince, almost mastered the entire range of Masonic knowledge; one step more and you will have gained the summit of perfection in our Ancient and Primitive Rite. On this occasion we have required no test of your moral and physical firmness, for you have already been so often tried and found worthy in the preceding degrees, that any further proof of courage and fidelity was needless. In the earlier stages of our beloved Rite, such ordeals could not be dispensed with, for without them, how could we judge and place reliance upon the newly initiated Brethren.

 By this time you must have, that the end and aim of Masonry is the common good and welfare of all the initiated members of the Order; the diffusion of knowledge, practical charity, mutual protection and fraternal love; and this can only be attained by a strict adherence to the precepts and laws of the institution.

Obedience to an established and authorised government is as necessary in a society as in a state, especially where the authorities are of our own free selection. It is as easy to suppose that an army can be well disciplined, conducted and provided, without having either a general or officers, as that a society can be efficient without a regular body of recognized officials. It is, therefore, the duty of every Mason to shape this actions in accordance with the obligations which he has contracted to the laws of the time honoured institution which he has the privilege and blessing of being connected with.

The stable foundation of Masonry is a belief in the existence of a Supreme Being, the Creator and Ruler of all things in the past, the present, and the future.

This grand trust is dwelt upon and earnestly inculcated in every degree of the Rite from the very beginning; without it Masonry would be a body without a soul and its teachings devoid of point, meaning and method. 

Recognizing the existence of the Omnipotent Deity, we seek not to interfere with the various forms of faith, which pertain to different countries, races, or ages, for they are all but modifications, and in some cases, corruptions of the pure and simple religion which nature itself teaches.

That which is sacred in the eyes of the members of one sect, may appear childish and absurd to all others; but in advocating the simple faith in a Supreme Being we can all meet on the common ground of mutual toleration, for it is a dogma which carries us beyond the dawn of history and the invention of fabulous traditions.

From the earliest ages, the wisest and most intellectual men of all nations have found it necessary to conceal their mature and liberal ideas from the mass of their countrymen, and to form societies of congenial minds for the intercommunication of knowledge and philosophy. This concession to popular prejudice may, first seem almost contemptible, but in former days it was absolutely essential to their safety from the blind and bloody persecution of the vulgar herd of society. The ancient priest of all religions were men who belonged to such associations; they preferred to ride in safety on the crest of popular feeling rather than be overwhelmed and destroyed by it; they therefore taught the people such tenets, as they knew would suit their vulgar prejudices and love of the marvellous; they invented legends, made sacrifices, reared images, taught in parables, built splendid temples, and manufactured miracles. This was tangible and satisfactory to the masses, but in the apparent mummery was an inner meaning know only to the initiated; to them these things were only allegories and symbols, conveying lessons of morality and philosophy, too far advanced for the popular mind to grasp and understand; for it is far easier to believe blindly than to reason and digest. It is impossible to believe that the gifted and intellectual men, with whom the spiritual faith of Egypt originated, were themselves believers in the numerous gods of their Pantheon. No, they are rather a series of brilliant allegories whose true meaning was understood by the higher castes of the priesthood. Can any one conceive it possible that the great intellects of Greece and Rome, the Sages, Statesmen and Poets of those countries, actually credited the personal existence of their mythological deities? It is impossible. To the common people they were indeed Gods and Goddesses; but to the initiated they were only types and emblems of various passions, qualities and seasons.

As regards the Egyptian Mysteries, you are already conversant with their symbolical; ceremonies and the spiritual interpretation of them. Aided by the light of truth and reason we cannot but admire and respect their pure and primitive philosophy, and the soundness and accuracy of their instruction. They reveal to us a religion consonant with the laws of nature, and inculcating a doctrine simple in truthfulness and beneficent through its universality. Zoroaster also taught a pure system of morality and natural religion under the veil of brilliant metaphor and attractive fiction. This course he was compelled to adopt by the spirit of the age in which he lived, and the Oriental love of allegory; but the veil of mystery once raised, we are startled and delight by the simple sublimity and beauty of his doctrines, which are almost identical with those of pure and practical Christianity.

The Druids of Britain, Gaul, and other countries, were men who were intellectually in advance of the nations amongst whom they laboured, by centuries; they were the illuminati of their race and age, and possessed unbounded power over the semi-barbarous tribes by which they were surrounded. That they were Adepts in many of the arts sciences is proved by many Druidical remains scatted over Europe, and by such traditional information as has descended to us their knowledge of Astronomy, Music, Poetry, Eloquence, natural and mechanical powers and above all, their belief in one Supreme Being. Such knowledge as this could not have originated with themselves; it must have been obtained from the cradle of civilization. That there were many such has been historically proved beyond the possibility of doubt. At one period, civilization would have sunk beneath the waves of ignorance and barbarism, had it not been for the active, though secret, exertions of wise man. Light has ever existed amongst men, but in darkness comprehended it not; the light of Masonry, has revealed, and explained to us, the mighty mysteries of the ancient days, in all their pristine purity and grandeur, and the very simplicity and truth which rests beneath the glowing and brilliant surface of the ceremonial rites, constitutes their real majesty and beauty.

Masonry combines in itself, all that is pure, instructive, humanizing, and worthy of attainment, in every doctrine taught by the creeds of the past and the present. Its Temple is built upon the solid rock of light and reason; its foundations are deeply laid, its pillars are strong, Truth, Integrity, Charity and Wisdom. It has endured unshaken for many ages the assaults of bigotry and ignorance, and will doubtless continue firm and majestic for countless ages yet to come. Nearly every popular society of the present day owes its origin and its most valuable knowledge to the Mysteries; and our Order has spread itself so completely over the earth that it has become almost impossible for any brother to be far distant from some member of the fraternity. How proud should we be, therefore, of mighty progress and universality, and how strictly should we guard its honour and integrity. Let us so regulate our actions by its noble precepts, that the uninitiated may respect the name of Mason; let us prove by our conduct, not only to each other, but to all men, that our principles are practised and not merely professed; that our being brothers of the Mystic tie does not interfere with the duties which we owe to society and to our families, as honest law-abiding citizens, sincere and honourable friends, and loving husbands and fathers.

Before concluding the lecture of this degree, let us take a brief retrospective view of those direct organizations, which preceded modern Freemasonry.

The Egyptian Mysteries are the first of the kind, of which we have any positive and definite information, and on our knowledge of them are based the ceremonies of our Ancient and Primitive Rite, so far as these ancient mysteries are in accordance with the spirit and intelligence of the present day. The Mysteries of the Greeks and Romans were founded on those of Egypt. By the extension of Christianity, which was the popular development of these societies, and the consequent downfall of the old systems, the persecuted became themselves the persecutors, and in their intolerant zeal sought to sweep out of existence much that was wise, good, and beautiful, with what was erroneous and evil. That, “truth crushed to the earth will rise again,” was verified in this instance, for when the spirit of religious intolerance seemed triumphant, and the countless hordes of Northern barbarians covered the face of Europe, there were many who, faithful to the cause of light and progress, cherished and taught in secret, and in danger, the classic literature and moral philosophy of the refined Greeks, Romans, and Egyptians.

On the return of the Crusaders, a taste for Oriental science was developed which displayed itself in a passion for Astronomy, Astrology and Alchemy; this favourable opportunity was seized upon by the educated and enlightened of the day, and, under the pretence of studying the occult sciences, they prosecuted their researches in philosophy and rational science in undisturbed safety; they were in constant communication with each other, exchanging experiences, the results of their experiments, and such other information as might be to their mutual benefit; thus sprang into life the most wide spread secret societies of the middle ages. From the storehouse of the East came the exhumed treasures of Pagan and early Christian philosophy, which enthusiastic toilers at the printing press scattered broadcast over prolific soil; the Lutheran Heresy in sanctioning the dissemination of the Scriptures in the vulgar tongues, cemented the foundation of modern languages; whilst the teachings of Pythagoras, Socrates, Plato, and the Byzantine Fathers, became favourite dogmas with the erudite and rhetorical schools. During the dawn of resuscitated light, the enlightened conceived the project of discarding their prior subterfuges, under the garb of Alchemy, Courts of Love, Magic, and Rosicrucianism, beneath which they had concealed the prosecution of rational science. Courageous as these men were, they yet dared not openly propagate their doctrines. Could they, with the Inquisition tracking their steps, venture to combat Ecclesiastical Supremacy? Could they, with the sword of King-craft suspended over their heads, advocate emancipation from tyrannical authority? Above all, could they, when Papal Catholicism was the avowed religion of States, incur the certainty of Martyrdom by reviving the ancient mysteries which had been so long obnoxious to the See of Rome? There was one course open to the sagacious sons of light; finding the Hebrew Book of Laws, to give a convenient basis for a system of moral discipline, alike acceptable to the Israelite, the Christian and the Moslem, they proclaimed to the world that they had combined to re-erect a Mystic Temple, which, though physically extinct, was still capable of symbolic reconstruction; for this purpose they found the old organization of the Freemasons ready to their hands, and unwilling to let themselves be identified with the Templars, and other Monkish Knights, who had announced themselves as the sworn enemies of the Moors, the persecutors of the Jews, and the oppressors of Christians of low degree, the new Order assumed the symbols of mechanical labour and beneath this unostentatious guise, sought to unite all mankind into one harmonious brotherhood, irrespective of religion race, or privilege. As every religion owns a demi-god, every nation a master, and every faith a legend; our Masons adopted a new version of an ancient symbolical myth, and transformed it into the fable of the Widow’s Son; the outline of whose imaginary martyrdom, coincides with the fate attributed respectively to Osiris, Hercules, Woden, Jesus of Nazareth, and Arthur Pendragon. By means of this simple narrative, devoid of supernatural and marvellous embellishments, they inculcated the dogma of an identity in all religions; for by whatever name history or fable may designate the demi-gods, Hiram answers for them all, he is the type of a perfect man, a martyr through super-excellence in virtue.

CLOSING

Illustrious Grand Annalist you will read the Balustre of the present Convocation. (The present minutes are read)
GRAND MASTER OF LIGHT – (Strikes 333. All rise.)

Illustrious Grand Orator, what is the hour?

GRAND ORATOR – It is the hour for closing the Sanctuary.

GRAND MASTER OF LIGHT – Why must we close this Sanctuary?

GRAND ORATOR – In order that may go forth purified by the lessons of Light, Reason, and Truth, which we have received; and aid humanity to eradicate Ignorance, and Superstition.

GRAND MASTER OF LIGHT – Illustrious and Sublime Princes, assist me in closing this Assembly.

(All form the Mystic Chain)

PRAYER

Eternal G.A.O.T.U., thank you for the favours, which Thou hast bestowed on us. Continue, we beseech Thee, Almighty Father, to bless all mankind, who assist in the formation of the mystic chain of universal brotherhood. Aid us to teach and practise, Love, Truth, Charity, and Toleration, and to sympathise with the misfortunes of our fellow men, whose eyes have been blinded by ignorance and prejudice, so that light of Masonry may illuminate the darkness of error, and grant that our beloved Rite may be ever the means of benefiting humanity.

ALL – Glory to God on high. Peace on earth. Goodwill to mankind. Amen.

GRAND MASTER OF LIGHT – (Strikes 333)

Sublime Princes observe the Orient. (All give the signs)

In the name of T.G.A.O.T.U. and under the auspices of the Sovereign Sanctuary of Ancient and Primitive Masonry, in and for ………………………………………………………………, I declare this Sanctuary closed. Illustrious Grand Ceryce, attend at the altar and close the sacred book of laws. (Done)

Illustrious and Sublime Princes depart in peace, and may the blessing of T.G.A.O.T.U. be with you and with all mankind. This Sanctuary is now closed.

94th Degree PRINCE OF MEMPHIS

SIGN – Place right hand on the heart and withdraw it; then make the sign of an Apprentice. ( It implies, I promise to aid those who are in want, to be affable and to love my neighbour as myself.)

TOKEN – Clasp right hands; then pass the left hand round each others waist, bringing breast to breast. (It implies, We venerate the true light which is revealed to us and sacredly treasured in our hearts)

PASS WORD – Ehtoogirez. (I have seen the true light)

WORD RECOGNITION - Gizamud. (Free and Venerated Man)

SACRED WORK – Aihpos. (Wisdom)

BATTERY – 7777777 – 7777777.

ALPHABET –
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