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The Tribunal of Grand Defenders

An assembly is held annually in the bosom of the Sovereign Sanctuary, 95th degree, Princes of Memphis, and styled, “Tribunal of Grand Defenders of the Rite”; it consists of eleven dignitary Officers who are judges of all causes brought before them; and the form of procedure is regulated by the Statutes.

The Insignia of the degree are as follows: Collar; black, with white stripe and the emblems of the grade embroidered thereon. Sash; white, as in the 90th degree. Jewel …………………………………….. .

OPENING

GRAND JUDGE – (Strikes 333. All rise.)

Illustrious Grand Marshal, assure yourself that this assembly is beyond the possibility of profane intrusion.

GRAND MARSHAL – (Goes out and returns, saying) :

Very Illustrious Grand Judge, I have examined the passages leading to the Temple of Justice, and find them close against profanation, being duly guarded.

GRAND JUDGE – Illustrious Grand Defender, what further precautions need we?

GRAND DEFENDER – To examine whether all within this Temple of Justice be possessed of the sacred word, by right appertaining to those chosen to officiate as Grand Defenders of Ancient and Primitive Masonry.

GRAND JUDGE – Illustrious Grand Defender, cause examination to be had of all seated within this Temple.

GRAND DEFENDER – Illustrious Grand Marshal, examine all present, in accordance with the mandate of the Very Illustrious Grand Judge.

(The Grand Marshal examines all present and communicates the word received to the Grand Defender)

GRAND DEFENDER – Illustrious Grand Judge, all present are in possession of the word, which proves them to be Grand Defender of the Rite.

GRAND JUDGE – It is well. Unite with me, Illustrious Brethren in presence of T.G.A.O.T.U in expressing to him our gratitude and adoration.

(Grand Judge strikes 333. All kneel, facing the East)

PRAYER

Glory to T.G.A.O.T.U. for all Eternity.

ALL – So mot it be!

GRAND JUDGE – (Resume his station. Strike 333)

Illustrious Brethren, observe the Orient.

(All give the signs)

Illustrious Grand Registrar, why have we been summoned?

GRAND REGISTRAR – By virtue of a warrant emanating from the Sovereign Sanctuary, 95th degree, for the Valley of………………………………  given under the hand and seal of the Illustrious Grand Annalist; directing that  justice be done an aggrieved Brother.

GRAND JUDGE – Illustrious Grand Defender, how shall justice be done?

GRAND DEFENDER – Upon all points of the Triangle, according to the Ancient Traditions of our Institution.

GRAND JUDGE – Be it so. What is the golden rule written on the tablet of our law?

GRAND DEFENDER – Do unto others, as ye would they should do unto you.

GRAND JUDGE – So mote it be. Illustrious Grand Pursuivant, make proclamation of our intention to sit upon the judgement seat.

GRAND PURSUIVANT – Brethren craving relief and praying wrong to be righted; Know Ye, that this Tribunal is duly open. Disturb not the majesty of justice.

GRAND JUDGE – And so I declare. (Strikes 1)

GRAND DEFENDER – And so I declare. (Strikes 1)

GRAND ARBITRATOR – And so I declare. (Strikes 1)

RECEPTION

When any qualified brother presents himself to receive this degree, and the necessary authority has been granted by the Sovereign Sanctuary, 95th degree, he is prepared by the Grand Marshal. He is first conducted into the Chamber of Reflection, which is simply furnished with a chair and table upon which is a book, a spirit lamp, a bowl of water and a napkin; to remind him of the trials he has undergone by earth, air, fire and water. The Grand Marshal then instructs him to wash his hands and informs him that this ablution is intended to teach him, that, it is necessary to come with clean hands into a court of justice. He then causes him to sign the declaration, and carries him before the Grand Tribunal, and stands with him in the West.

GRAND MARSHAL – Very Illustrious Grand Judge, I present to you our Illustrious and Enlightened Brother ………………………to receive from this tribunal of Grand Defenders of the Rite, the privileges of a Grand Defender.

GRAND JUDGE – Illustrious Grand Registrar, has the necessary authority been granted?

GRAND REGISTRAR – Very Illustrious Grand Judge, it has.

GRAND JUDGE – Illustrious Grand Marshal, is the Aspirant duly qualified?

GRAND MARSHAL – He has undergone the necessary probation, and comes before this Tribunal with clean hands, and a pure heart.

GRAND JUDGE – Illustrious Brother ________________ before I can confer upon you the rank of a Grand Defender of the Rite, I must inform you, that you will be required to enter into a serious obligation, for the due discharge of your duties; are you prepared to take it?

ASPIRANT – I am.

GRAND JUDGE – Do you promise to act charitably, and with justice and equity, towards all your Brethren?

ASPIRANT – I do.

GRAND JUDGE – Do you promise, that, if admitted a member of this Grand Tribunal, you will judge justly and righteously, all causes that may be submitted; after the example of the just Judges of antiquity?

ASPIRANT – I do.

GRAND JUDGE – Illustrious Grand Orator, you will invoke a blessing from T.G.A.O.T.U. (Strikes 333. All rise.)

PRAYER

Omnipotent God, Author of all good, Source of all clemency, spread Thy benediction over our labours, and strengthen our engagements by the bonds of a fraternal affection. We prostrate ourselves before the eternal laws of Thy wisdom; we invoke Thy name, for we are Thy children. Dissipate the darkness of our souls, continue to spread over us Thy protecting hand, and to lead us unceasingly towards goodness, of which the perfection resides in Thee?

ALL – Glory to the Thee O Lord! Glory to Thy works! Glory to Thy infinite goodness!

GRAND JUDGE – You will step this way and take the obligation.

(Neophyte does so) 

To the Glory of the Grand Architect of the Universe. 

In the name of the Sovereign Sanctuary of Ancient and Primitive Masonry, in and for Great Britain and Ireland.

Salutation on all points of the Triangle.

Respect to the Order.

I, _________________ do solemnly promise and swear, never to reveal the secrets of a Grand Defender, 92nd degree, to any person not legally entitled to receive them. I swear to defend the Ancient and Primitive Rite against all, whether Masons or Profane, who through ignorance, envy, or malice, revile the Sublime Truth and Justice, emanating from its elevated Sanctuary. I swear to defend all Brothers of the Rite, and to assist them to gain the true Masonic Light, which proceeds from the divine brightness, and to establish an equality of love between all Brothers of the Rite; and should evil gain the advantage in the scale of a brother’s conduct, I will make due allowance for his human weakness, and practice charity towards him. I will endeavour to bring all good Masons into our beloved Rite, and to enlarge its influence by all honourable means. To all this points I solemnly swear, and should I knowingly, or wilfully, break this oath, may the Divine Brightness of the great and true God, be kept for ever from me. Amen.

(The Aspirant salutes the Book once)

GRAND JUDGE – (Raising Aspirant)

By virtue of the power conferred upon me by the Sovereign Sanctuary, in and for Great Britain and Ireland, I now constitute and create you a Grand Defender of Ancient and Primitive Rite of Masonry, and will proceed to invest you with the Insignia of your high rank.

(Invest with white Scarf, Sash, black Collar and Jewel.)

I will now entrust you with the secrets of the degree.

(The secrets are now explained) 
Illustrious Grand Pursuivant, let proclamation be made!

GRAND PURSUIVANT - To the Glory of the Grand Architect of the Universe. In the name of the Sovereign Sanctuary of Ancient and Primitive Masonry, in and for Great Britain and Ireland. Salutation on all points of the Triangle. Respect to the Order.

Here Ye. I proclaim Illustrious Brother ___________ to be raised to the dignity of a Grand Defender, and a member of his Grand Tribunal of Grand Defenders of the Ancient and Primitive Rite, and I call upon all present to recognise him as such. Together.

(All give the Battery. 7777777)

GRAND JUDGE – (Strikes 1. All seated)

You will now be seated and listen to the discourse of the Illustrious Grand Orator.

DISCOURSE
The cardinal, and almost solitary, aim of our Rite, is to enforce the observance of a pure and rigid morality. In the intrinsic merit and austere purity of Masonic morality, is to be found, alas! The chiefs cause for its incessant afflictions Freemasonry endeavours to compass virtue; and virtue is ever a stumbling block in the way of transgressors. Freemasonry is based upon truth, and truth is abhorred by the disciples of passion. Freemasonry seeks the dissemination of light, science and tolerance; the experience of history teaches that light, science and tolerance have ever been persecuted by the vainglorious, the ignorant and the fanatical. Hence, see you not, that the persecution of Freemasonry follows as a natural consequence of benightenment, folly and hypocrisy.

There is another reason why Freemasonry should draw upon it the wrath of the worldly-minded. Freemasonry, when practised in its primitive purity, favours neither vanity nor arrogance, neither does it encourage vainglory nor cupidity; for it boasts neither worldly honours nor temporal wealth. Were it within our scope to confer titles of nobility, create offices of high sounding emptiness, and bestow fragments of despotic power, then would wee find the vestibules of our Temples thronged with crowds of those who are now our implacable enemies, men without faith or godliness, jostling each other in a struggle to attain those vanities which we despise and deplore. Nevertheless having enemies, we pardon them; for their animosity is rather a source of annoyance to themselves than to us; for it sharpens the pleasure which we enjoy in our secret and individual morality, a virtue which they can neither appreciate or comprehend.

It is from Egyptian Institutes of Isis that Masons have deduced those maxims of moral virtue, which have for so many ages rendered our order the consolation of sages and an object of veneration with enlightened communities. The institutor, a Sage from the banks of Euphrates, with a genius as brilliant as his comprehension was profound, founded a new order in moral enjoyment, which borrowed its life from the knowledge of a superior sphere. It seems as thought this divine law giver, whose legislation was religiously sublime, spurned the grovelling earth with aspiring tread, and mounted to a pinnacle in the celestial world whence his searching eye viewed the mysteries of the universe, and unveiled the secret springs which regulate the revelations of nature. Zoroaster was a disciple of this system and taught the worship of that templeless Deity who pervades the entire universe, to a people whose thoughts were lost in the immensity of space; and who congregated around him to learn tidings of great, the mysterious and the infinite. These people adored the stars of the celestial canopy as scintillations from the great central light; they venerated the golden ruler of day as a beneficent and life giving power, and sought consolation at night beneath the paler reflection of the silver eyed moon.

This great legislator, who has been called by turns, Isis, Osiris, Thot, Hermes, Manu, Zoroaster, disdained the composition of an epic poem, and aspired singly to create a political; constitution, which was to perpetuate its force, by blending with the habits, manners customs, and religious observances of the people. In this spirit he wrote his statutes upon the tablet of the human heart, with the aim of directing man to civic perfection by reproducing venerated characteristic at every hearth with the aim of regeneration. He composed precepts rather than laws maxims rather than precepts, popular manners rather than maxims; for popular revolutions and a change of customs might overturn codes of laws, while precepts, and solid regulation of manners, placed beneath the protective shield of religion, would outlive the destruction of empires. Everything, however, decays beneath the hand of time. Laws grow obsolete, precepts wither, and even the most popular customs lose their force; but maxims of moral worth never perish: they become identified with the impulses of daily life, follow men from the cradle to the grave, and are transmitted from one generation to another, with the blood flowing through the veins. The basis and model of our Mystic Institution was carried from the nations of Tartary, and became an ever-watchful guardian over the sacred fire of popular liberty, and the palladium of a profound nationality. Concealed beneath the mysterious sanction of religion, it defied the assaults of authority and tyranny; whilst by means of fables, legends, emblems, and oracles, it shaped and fashioned the opinions of the multitude. In this wise it exercised the privileges of a moral magistracy, shunning the ambition of intoxicating power, and inculcating a reverence for the precepts of wisdom and justice. Embellished, rather than deformed, by an august mystery, and adorned with the sanctity of pure religion, an Institution of this marvellous character was truthfully regarded as the eight wonder of the world. Admiration was conjoined with veneration for this sublime creation of ethical wisdom, and pervaded the intelligent and enlightened of the ancient world, to such a degree, that Egypt became the Academy of Nations, the Mystic Seminary, so to speak, where statesmen and lawgivers acquired the rudiments of political ethics. The wisdom of the Egyptians became, by reason of this profound veneration a household proverb with the peoples of antiquity; and Sages from every clime, way worn pilgrims in search of ever living truth, craved Initiation into the Mysteries of Memphis and of On and regarded not its fearful trials and probations. Minos, Lycurgus, Solon, Pythagoras, and other legislators of undying eminence, freely departed from the lands of their nativity and journeyed to the shrines of Mizraim, with the sole aim of seeking initiation as their reward, and instruction in the science of human government, within a Memphis Lodge. This school of political instruction assumed the name of the Mysteries of Isis and Osiris, as a distinctive title, in order to render a grateful homage to the memory of its founder. Nevertheless, in time, posterity confounded the sagacious Patriarch with divinity, and the apotheosis of an illustrious, but mortal, lawgiver, with the symbols of the virtues which he had preached and practised beneath the shelter of that honoured name. The initiates alone preserved the distinction, whilst they not only tolerated, but absolutely nourished, a popular error, which they rendered subservient to the graver considerations of national morality.

The grand maxim of these lawgivers was justice.

Its forms the social foundation; unblest by its presence, society would riot in outrage, violence and depravity; without it, the advancing spirit of civilization would be trodden down beneath a rule of tyrannie disorder. Justice is emphatically a Masonic virtue; our ennobling precept is that of Aristides, “Ever be just, as well to enemies as to friends;” and by the practise of this rule we exalt our individual reputations and glorify T.G.A.O.T.U.

A divine providence continually watches over the oppressed, and its hand hangs in perpetual judgment over the head of the oppressor, who knows not at what moment it may strike him. To the unjust Judge the image of his victim is ever present, mutely rebuking his iniquity, whilst his conscience is racked by the torture of perpetual anguish and remorse. The robber, the assassin, the murderer, may perchance palliate his crime by pleading some extenuating circumstance which absolves moral guilt; but he who does an injustice to his neighbour by wilful transgression, brands himself as an object who should be cast out from amongst the human race. Justice, is the divinity of Empires, the sole providence of nations, it is the diapason of virtue, and includes all others. The primitive times knew it under the name of Astrea; others called it Themis, but the divinely enlightened termed it, simply, Truth.

In their allegorical language the ancients made out Justice to be the daughter of Truth, and gave it Virtue for a sister; Truth itself was the daughter of Saturn, or Time. We may enquire, why did they make two distinct beings of Justice and Virtue, or why did they make Justice to be born of Virtue? Did they conceive man to be, at the same time, virtuous and unjust? We must not hastily blame our forefathers, for this contradiction contains a very sensible lesson. Virtue being collective, comprehends the entire duty of man, filial piety, conjugal love, temperance, charity, modesty, patriotism, civic courage; but there is not one of these virtues which does not presuppose Justice, which is anterior to all of them, and therefore too important to be made simply a part of Virtue. One man is sober, another charitable, that a good husband, the Decii, and Assis were devoted to their country, Cato was a rigid magistrate, Aod and Brutus immolated tyrants, Leonides died for his country, Lycurgus legislated, Fenelon was devoured with love for his neighbour, Howard for the criminal, Vincent de St. Paul was the Apostle of Charity: each possessed some virtues, but that man is perfectly virtuous? 

Therefore the ancients, with reason, made Justice a separate being, a divinity, having its own altars and its own worship. Without Justice there are no virtuous acts, there can be no complete virtue; it has place in all, it prescribes all virtue. 

To follow the law of Justice, man should be temperate, because intemperance destroys the faculty of sound judgment: he should be charitable because its voice says, it is unjust to rejoice when thy brother is afflicted, and to keep for thyself the good things which nature has created for all; he should be tolerant, because he comprehends that it is unjust to impose his own opinion upon other men, who possess like himself the faculty of reason; he will be a good citizen, because he knows that it is a social duty; good father, good husband, good son, good brother, for these are natural duties; he will say, it is justice that we accomplish the duties of nature and society, and by it man is rendered submissive to the laws of duty.

If you wish become wise, begin by entering upon the path of virtue, Justice will be your guide, and by following it you will be just. Justice is innate in he hearts of all men, and has the conscience for trothman.

Conscience never fails us, it is a speaking witness which only waits to be interrogated; an upright and severe judge from whose sentence no one is exempt; an unpitying executioner which tortures its victims night and day. Conscience is an importunate accuser which manifests itself by a blush on the forehead of the culpable; its words carry the persuasive tones of truth which command respect, an evil conscience awakens its victim with a start when a certain hour is sounded, and prevents sleep; it seeks man in solitude, gnaws his soul, and troubles his amusements; it is a cruel Nemesis, the mother of remorse, seeking sleep in the abyss of crime, to arise still more terribly.

Yes, O Justice, thou art innate in the heart of man, let those, who desire to be happy, not stifle thy voice. 

Truth and error dispute the earth, error is the issue of human infirmity; but Justice is unchangeable, whatever be the worship, the laws or the customs; it is a foundation of all society, and without it even two men could not live together; the peace of society depends upon justice. It is true justice, which produces repose, and by giving peace to all hearts we lead them to Justice; Virtue consists in the love of the intellectual effects of Justice.

To you, Brethren, who have been elected from all others as a Tribunal of Justice, I say, be worthy of this high calling: let Justice be your invariable guide.

How can you forget this quality even for a moment, when this Template points it out by numerous emblems? Here are the Compasses, the Level, and beside them the Square. These tools teach us allegorically, that we ought by them to render our work perfect; that is, our life. A lodge is not just and perfect unless composed of seven. Why? Because the number seven is that of harmony is born of justice; act then is such sort that justice may rule in each of us and amongst us always, for our Temple cannot be just and perfect without it. Justice is the Tzedaka or first step of the mysterious ladder, which the initiates have to mount, it is again the seventh and last under the name of Thebounah, hence our Sages consider it as the beginning and the end. 

Pythagoras has said, “God is God, because hi is just,” in the same way that man is called only when we pronounce his name, and because in the primitive language each name was characteristic of this qualities. Our forefathers, the initiates of Egypt, read upon the sacred stone of Sais, “Thou, for whom life begins or closes, know that the Eternal Life condemns injustice.” The Hierophant said to the Epoptae, “walk in the path of justice.” At Hermopolis the first of the Muses said, “Isis and Justice are one”. Thucydiles said, “Content not thyself by being Just, but permit not injustice”. Marcus Aurelius said, “Seek to persuade men, if that cannot be done, do then in spite of them, that which justice demands of thee”, When Socrates was asked whether Archelaus could be happy, the Sage replied; “Yes if he is just”. Justice is the base of all society, you cannot build upon quick sands and the heart of the unjust man is more treacherous than the sands of the desert; men, societies, empires, all live by it; without it, all perish and die, nothing escapes this law; it is because the moral world, like the physical world, is submitted to the eternal laws of providence. When the Great Cause created these milliards of words, and milliards of creatures for each of them, He made all by this one law, it is imprinted on all his works, and nothing can operate except by the action and reaction which results from the play of this one law, of which the origin ascends to the Creator. The man who discovered the laws which regulate the physical world was great; the sage who comprehends these and regulates the moral world is much greater; it is these moral laws which sustain him in adversity, saying, “suffer, hope and persevere, the law of the moral world is justice which preserves, or injustice, which, born of violence, destroys”. In fact, if you examine and compare the annals of all people, you will see them in high elevation and burning with a pompous light and then they fall to rise no more; now retrace your steps, and seek whether you cannot find some great injustice committed, some right infringed, whether strength has not been substituted for Justice; it is in this manner that we must seek to understand the revolution of empires. Scrutinize the fortunes of men who are happy according to this world, if this fortune, which dazzles the multitude, is based upon injustice, it never has had, and never will have, anything but an ephemeral existence; it is because providence watches over the oppressed and chastise the oppressor without telling him why. The ground that imbibes blood and tears, raises to the feet of the Everliving God, in the silence of night, a clamour which is unheard by inattentive mortals. Mankind are punished for the injustice, which they commit as well as for that which they have not prevented, for there is a solidarity between all men, and it is not in vain that it was said, “Love one another”. The sight of any one towards whom another has been unjust is a living reproach, which troubles the faculties of the soul and kills them; conscience sleeps not, and executioner and victim understand the voice, which punishes and consoles; in Justice alone is found true happiness. Follow, then always, the holy law of justice, which comprehends all the virtues of society, which are but the varied forms and diverse applications of this axiom, “do only to another that which thou wouldst should be done to thee”. It is perhaps by the axiom that I ought to have commenced, for it is the criterion of justice and injustice, all people have inscribed it at the head of their diverse codes, and it is owing to it that we have penalties of retaliation, and if legislators renounce them God will not. Oh! If I were able to assemble all men to hear my voice, I would say to them, “Have you been unjust, even towards a child, hasten to rectify it lest the scandal thereof deposits in his young soul a deadly bleeding wound. Have you been unjust to the brute companion of your labours, make some pacification by good treatment, for its instinct has felt your injustice and its brute nature its raised against you; God in endowing man with intelligence has made him king of nature, but never intended him to play the tyrant; His all seeing eye has even the regard of a Father for the poor sparrow which palpitates under your hand. Lastly, if you have been unjust to a brother man, lose not an instant until you repair your fault, or that man will become your greatest enemy; but, on perceiving your contrition he will say, thanks, I pardon you. Thank yourself for this reparation, for its recollection will give you the peace of mind which you had forfeited; glory be to you, for the avowal of a fault never humiliates and Justice renders man truly great. Say then no longer, this man has been useful to me, but he is no longer so, I can neglect him; this is a language of ingratitude, that hideous monster born of egoism.

The Athenians were great on that day when on the fields of Marathon they vanquished Xerxes; they were great on the day when the victory of Salamis saved Greece from barbaric invasion; but upon that day, when, on the advice of a good man, they sacrificed to justice he who might have been useful, they merited immortality. Kings, Princes, and People, follow always and everywhere this noble example.

Think you that providence estimates not equally the life of the most obscure man as the most exalted?

If so your error is great and your idea of justice very imperfect; all antiquity is full of lessons of this kind. Illustrious Brethren, if you would be completely just be not too ready to judge your Brothers, whatever their apparent errors. If you are called upon to fulfil the painful duty, consider with wise deliberation, and allow every excuse to delay your decision; listen with indulgence, show favour towards the accused, even at the moment when all accuse him. Be always just, just towards friends as well as enemies, towards all men, towards all that breathe. Leave the profane world to take part in those endless discords where ambition and all bad passions find a continual cause for war.

Let be amongst them that the rich disdain the poor, and the strong oppress the weak; Justice will pronounce her anathema on the egotism of the rich and the violence of the powerful. A neophyte being interrogated upon the sense of the two letters, J. and B., which decorate our symbolical Columns answered, Justice, and Bounty (goodness), a general acclamation admitted him without further trials to our Mysteries and he was worthy of initiation.

In conclusion, Illustrious Brethren, never forget that justice is the superb attribute of T.G.A.O.T.U. to whose praise we have devoted ourselves, and in whose presence we can never hope to appear with the slightest taint of moral guilt upon our immortal souls.

LODGE BUSINESS

(All the forms of Process, Petitions of Grievance, Judgement Record; and all the forms of proceedings in Sentence, or in appeal against such, are laid down in the General Statutes and Constitutions of our Rite)

CLOSING

GRAND JUDGE – Strikes 333. All rise.

To Order Illustrious Brethren. Fearing lest we have erred and given offence to either of the parties to the suit in this wise determined, and well aware of the frailty of human nature, let us trust in T.G.A.O.T.U, that we have judged rightly and honestly.

ALL – So mote it be.

GRAND JUDGE – Illustrious Grand Defender, examine whether all the Brethren are content and pleased with the labours of this day.

GRAND DEFENDER – Contentment reigns in our midst.

GRAND JUDGE – Illustrious Grand Arbitrator, announce that we are about to close our labours.

GRAND ARBITRATOR – Just silence reigns beneath the vault of this Council Chamber.

GRAND JUDGE – Then let us pray.

PRAYER

Author of all things; Oh! Lord Omnipotent and of infinite Justice, we commit ourselves to thy benign protection, trusting that the labour performed this day may find favour in Thy sight. As the creatures of Thy Creation have retired to repose, deign to permit Thy children to participate in the benefits of restoring sleep, that they may find the new strength to labour with greater ardour in the work of wisdom and science which has been assigned to them.

ALL – Glory to the Thee, O Lord! Glory to Thy works! Glory to Thy infinite goodness!

GRAND JUDGE – Illustrious Brethren, having fulfilled the requirements of this Convocation we will depart in peace. Together:

(Signs and Battery)

Illustrious Grand Orator, close the Sacred Book of Laws. (Done)

By virtue of the authority in me vested, I declare this Tribunal of Grand Defenders of the Ancient and Primitive Rite of Masonry, to be duly Closed, and to remain Closed until such time as it becomes the ends of Justice of T.G.A.O.T.U., I commit ye, one and all.

OFFICIAL

92nd Degree, GRAND DEFENDER
S – Extend the right hand horizontally, as if holding a balance; then with the left hand, take, as it were, from the heaviest scale to put in the lightest, as if to establish equality. (It is an Egyptian design, and implies, never weigh thy fellows in one scale alone; if evil has the advantage take from the human weakness with which it is charged, and let charity do the rest.)

T – Press each other hand seven times. (It implies that a lodge is not perfect without the number seven, which is that Harmony. Harmony is born of justice, which gives true happiness.)

W.P. – Dragdim. (Elevated Sanctuary)

W.S. – Eertsa. (Justice)

BATTERY – 7777777

ALPHABET – 
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